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got the question Ibef ore the legislature in relation
to the right of petition, as violated by the resolu-
tion in Congress of the 18th of January. It will
probably be protested against on the part of our
legislature, and thus you will be fully supported
at home.

HA.VJEKHILII, 1st of 3d mo., 1836.

I am greatly obliged to thee for thy account of
the state of politics at Washington. It is, how-
ever, pretty much as I had previously supposed.
My object in maiding the remark thee allude to
was to put thee on thy guard in reference to the
state of parties here. Our last election was omi-
nous. The Whig party cannot stand much
longer in Massachusetts. The Whig men., with
the exercise of a prudence and forecast perfectly
consistent with sound principles, may. I notice
that the Southern and Western Whigs take every
possible occasion in Congress to attack Van Buren
and his friends at the North. This course would
be fatal to the Massachusetts delegation. A firm
and steady support of Daniel Webster, without
playing into the hands of the White and Harri-
son parties, or volunteering attacks upon the Van
Buren party, is, it appears to me, the safest course
for yourselves, and the best for the true interests
of the State. Thy skirmish with Harclin, of Ken-
tucky, and its triumphant result 011 thy part, has
gained thee no small degree of credit among all
parties here. It discovered an untrammeled and
independent spirit, and a determination to defend
the honor and the interests of thy constituents,